Handed to SHELL and BP Management in Durban South Africa 

Date: Friday10th November 2006

NOTING       

Shell’s abuses are recorded world wide in countries such as the Phillipines, Brazil, United States, Russia, Netherlands Antilles as well as Ireland, Nigeria and South Africa.

Some of theses human rights abuses include:

· The dumping of toxic waste poisoning wells that are impacting the health of workers and community members in Brazil, 

· In the Philippines, Shell has manipulated local political bodies to allow the ongoing operation of a depot that poisons the surrounding air, water and soil, 

· Shell has attempted to absolve itself from socio-economic problems and negative health impacts including respiratory problems from the operation of an obsolete oil refinery in the Netherlands Antilles,

· Shell has threatened to dramatically increase production of a  refinery complex in Port Arthur, Texas, United States, which is known to be causing cardiovascular and respiratory damage to the community

· In Russia, Shell’s construction threatens an endangered whale population with extinction and damages hundreds of wild salmon rivers and fisheries that indigenous and other communities depend on.

OUR KEY CONCERNS:

1. DURBAN

The Shell and BP Refinery (SAPREF) continues to emit toxic gases into the neighbouring community and continues to violate South African’s right to an environment that is not harmful to health and wellbeing.

            

SAPREF has not committed itself to an emissions reduction plans and strategies which will ensure that pollution reduction for the short and long term are considered.

SAPREF continues to violate maintenance workers right by employing them on a casual basis. 

Local farmers who are neighbours of SAPREF have been threatened with evictions due to various expansions programs forward by ACSA and the Oil Companies in South Durban whose have been eyeing this prime piece of land..

2. NIGERIA

   

Eleven years ago Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight other activists from Ogoni were executed for placing pressure on Shell and the Nigerian government because of the environmental devastation caused on their homeland. In spite of the outcry over their execution, the conditions of the communities living near Shell’s operations are shocking. Food security has been undermined and destroyed because of polluted lands and water which prevent the planting of crops and the catching of fish from the rivers. People’s health has been impacted by the continued flaring of natural gas close to people’s homes. The vast amounts of gas flaring that take place in Nigeria  are not only the biggest in the world, but the practice has contributed more to greenhouse gas emissions than all other sources in sub-Saharan Africa combined.

A Nigerian High Court ordered the Shell Petroleum Development Company of Nigeria Limited (Shell Nigeria) and the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC) stop gas flaring in the Niger Delta, as gas flaring violates guaranteed constitutional rights to life and dignity. Nevertheless, Shell plans to continue flaring until 2009. 

Shell has demonstrated a blatant disregard for the Nigerian legal system and courts, and continue to relentlessly breech the human rights of communities in Nigeria. 

3. IRELAND

Shell plans to build a high- pressure raw gas pipeline to an onshore processing facility in Rossport, County Mayo, Ireland. In spite of community resistancde to building on their properties, the State granted Shell Compulsory Access Orders and Compulsory Purchase Orders, and power to have them enforced against the community. In refusing access to their lands by Shell personnel, five local men were sent to jail for 94 days at the request of Shell. 

The community of Rossport is concerned about the unprecedented nature of the high-pressure raw gas pipeline, which is not only exempt from planning law, but exempt from Irish Health and Safety regulations. 

WE DEMAND:

1. That in Durban, South Africa, Shell should develop and communicate a pollution reduction strategy with the representatives of the SDCEA and Groundwork who represent the local community within 6 months,. Further Shell’s recognition of the Community Liason Forum should cease immediately.   

2. In Nigeria, Shell should cease working with the state immediately and see that human rights abuses against communities in the Niger Delta are stopped. That gas flaring is ceased immediately in accordance to the ruling of Nigeria’s courts and that a plan be put together within 3 months to clean up the many year’s pollution of rivers and soil and that this takes place in consultation with the people of the Niger Delta..

3. In Ireland, Shell should stop their development in the proposed sites for both refinery and pipeline and consult with the Irish People affected in a meaningful manner .Shell should stop their PR machinery and cease immediately to criminalize people’s right to peaceful protests.

              GENERAL DEMAND

We the communities gathered here today at Shell’s[SAPREF] gates state the Senior Executives of the company take us seriously as failure to listen will result in further protest. 

SIGNED BY SHELL [SAPREF]          DATED             SIGNED BY SDCEA/GROUNDWORK     DATED           

 

 

